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                   Editorial- 1st paragraph: With great interest we have read Ruddiman’s intriguing article which is in favor of placing the start of the Anthropocene at 5–8 millennia BP instead of the late quarter of the 18th century. He shows how land exploitation for agriculture and animal husbandry may have led to enhanced emissions of CO2 and CH4 to the atmosphere, thereby modifying the expected changes in the concentrations of these gases beyond those expected from variations in the Milankovich orbital parameters. Much of his argument depends on the correctness of their projected CH4 concen- tration curve from 7,000 years BP to pre-industrial times showing a decline to about 425 ppb, according to Milankovich, instead of the measured 700 ppb. It appears, however, strange that in Ruddiman’s analysis the proposed increase of CH4 due to anthropogenic activities stopped at about 1000 years BP, because ice core data showed almost constant mixing ratios of CH4 between 1000 years BP and about 200 years ago before the rapid rise of CH4 in the industrial period (IPCC, 2001). A major feature of Ruddiman’s argument is that natural atmospheric CH4 concentrations depend strongly on geological varying summer time insolations in the tropical northern hemisphere, controlling tropical wetlands and methane release from decaying organic matter under anaerobic conditions.
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Landscape Partnership
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-Eastern Brook Trout Joint Venture
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-Tennessee River Basin Network
-Working Lands for Wildlife

WLFW Target Species:
-American Black Duck
-Bog Turtle
-Eastern Hellbender
-Golden-Winged Warbler
-Northern Bobwhite Quail

Key Issues:
-Wildland Fire
-Climate Context
-Ecosystem Benefits and Risks
-Energy
-Nature and Society
-Whitewater to Bluewater

Plan & Design:
-NatureScape
-Conservation Planning Atlas
-GIS Resources
-Spatial Data and Maps

Online Training:
-Science Applications Online Learning
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